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Title: ñIndependence and Freedoméò 

 

Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!   

 

 Did you know that the Continental Congress formally approved independence from 
England on July 2nd, 1776?  John Adams wrote the next day: ñThe second day of July, 1776, 
will be the most memorable epoch in the history of America.  I am apt to believe that it will be 
celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival.  It ought to be com-
memorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty.  It ought to 
be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and il-
luminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.ò  
The next day Congress edited and finally approved the Declaration of Independence thus mak-
ing July 4th our national day of celebration!  And boy, do we know how to celebrate! 

 The first line of the preamble says: ñWe hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.ò  This summarizes nicely the na-
tion our founding fathers dreamed of.  Itôs one worthy of our dreams as well.  Itôs one weôre 
still working hard to realize 242 years later.  Weôve come a long way ï but thereôs still a long 
way to go before these words ring true for every American without exception.  Why?  Because 
itôs an idea created, instituted, and administered by humans. 

 Hereôs the catch ï as important as our freedom and independence are; and no matter 
how hard we work to keep them ï God already granted both through the life, death and resur-
rection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Jesus says, ñCome to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is lightò (Matthew 11:28-30).  You see, the freedom and independ-
ence that God grants isnôt so we can say and think and do whatever makes us feel good ï itôs 
freedom from slavery to sin and death, and the independence to choose to serve God.  And, itôs 
not something we celebrate once a year ï itôs the way we live each and every day of the lives 
God gives! 

  

Grace and peace to each and everyone of you! 

Pastor Steve 



.ƛǎƘƻǇ [ŜǿƛǎΩ нлму .ƛōƭŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ 

 

 

Wǳƭȅ нлму 

 

Wǳƭȅ м   hōŀŘƛŀƘ мΣ tǎŀƭƳ ун-уо 

Wǳƭȅ н   н YƛƴƎǎ м-п 

Wǳƭȅ  о   н YƛƴƎǎ р-у 

Wǳƭȅ п   н YƛƴƎǎ ф-мм 

Wǳƭȅ р   н YƛƴƎǎ мн-моΣ н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нп 

Wǳƭȅ с   н YƛƴƎǎ мпΣ н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нр 

Wǳƭȅ т   WƻƴŀƘ м-п 

Wǳƭȅ у   н YƛƴƎǎ мрΣ н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нс 

Wǳƭȅ ф   LǎŀƛŀƘ м-п 

Wǳƭȅ мл   LǎŀƛŀƘ р-у 

Wǳƭȅ мм   !Ƴƻǎ м-р 

Wǳƭȅ мн   !Ƴƻǎ с-ф 

Wǳƭȅ мо   н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нтΣ LǎŀƛŀƘ ф-мн 

Wǳƭȅ мп   aƛŎŀƘ м-т 

Wǳƭȅ мр   н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нуΣ н YƛƴƎǎ мс-мт 

Wǳƭȅ мс   LǎŀƛŀƘ мо-мт 

Wǳƭȅ мт   LǎŀƛŀƘ му-нн 

Wǳƭȅ му   LǎŀƛŀƘ но-нт 

Wǳƭȅ  мф  н YƛƴƎǎ муΥм-уΣ н /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ нф-омΣ tǎŀƭƳ пу 

Wǳƭȅ нл   IƻǎŜŀ м-т 

Wǳƭȅ нм   IƻǎŜŀ у-мп 

Wǳƭȅ нн   LǎŀƛŀƘ ну-ол 

Wǳƭȅ но   LǎŀƛŀƘ ом-оп 

Wǳƭȅ нп   LǎŀƛŀƘ ор-ос 

Wǳƭȅ  нр  LǎŀƛŀƘ от-офΣ tǎŀƭƳ тс 

Wǳƭȅ  нс  LǎŀƛŀƘ пл-по 

Wǳƭȅ нт   LǎŀƛŀƘ пп-пу 

Wǳƭȅ ну   н YƛƴƎǎ муΥф-мф-отΣ tǎŀƭƳ псΣ tǎŀƭƳ улΣ tǎŀƭƳ мор 

Wǳƭȅ нф   LǎŀƛŀƘ пф-ро 

Wǳƭȅ ол   LǎŀƛŀƘ рп-ру 

Wǳƭȅ ом   LǎŀƛŀƘ рф-со 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Fellowship Meals 2018 
July-December 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY        OCTOBER 
1  POTLUCK       7 POTLUCK 
8 Fred & Monica Fernandez    14 Reggie Dawson 
15 David & Shirley Bell     21 Mike & Debbie Edwards  
22 Richard & Jane Hannah    28 Jan Coxwell/Beth Eichberger 
29 Karen Chase       
 
 
 
AUGUST       NOVEMBER 
5 Scholarship Sunday     4 POTLUCK 
12 Wilde/Warfield Family    11 Sheila Burke     
19 Larry & Sarah Brissing     18 Ron & Gail May 
26 _________________    25 _________________ 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER       DECEMBER     
2 POTLUCK       2 POTLUCK 
9  Sheila Burke      9 Larry & Sarah Brissing 
16 Bill & Nancy Dunlap      16 Jeff & Jan Watson 
23 Reiko Lewis      23 Christmas Breakfast/Sweets
        (Everyone) 
        30 Ann Bland & Frances Dodson 
         
    
 
 
 
 
 



Ty and Hadley Diamond have been busy in Sunday school packing 

up health kits for our annual conference. Also they bought over $100 

worth of vitamins for Charlene Lane to take to Guatemala.  We would 

like to thank all those that helped them by buying vitamins. Debbie 

took the vitamins to Charlene a few days before she left. She was so 

grateful for all the vitamins.  







Pastor Steve will be taking photos 

of all parishioners for the new 

church directory. These pictures 

will be taken in the fellowship hall 

after church services.  

Smile big!  



FRIENDS DAY, SUNDAY, JULY 29 

 

Friends Day ð Please bring a dessert.  The meal 

will be provided by the church.  Invite a friend or 

family member who may not be attached to a 

church. You will be provided a card to invite 

them to come to church with you.  We want 

people who may want to come back to be with 

us to be invited.  We as a church must insure that 

on July 29 th we speak to them and welcome 

them to our church and ask them to come back 

again soon.  





 

SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5, 2018 

 

Mark your calendars!  Sunday, August  5, 

2018 is Scholarship Sunday.  On this day we 

expect to have 15 -20 members of the  

Alexander/Lisenbee family join us .  

The church will supply chicken for our Pot 

Luck and a large sheet cake for dessert as 

well as drinks.  

Members will need to supply the side dishes.  

We could have as many as 50 -70 people join 

us on this day.  



 

 

Back Pack Buddies 30-20-10 Program 

We are trying to get a reasonable cash flow going for the Back Pack Buddies pro-

gram for the 2018-19 school year.  Currently funding is haphazard and not steady.  

We get a few individuals who provide $25-$100 at a time.  One family gave an 

astounding$1,125 as a one time gift.  Then others actually provide us with some 

food items from time to time. 

We in recent years have also obtained a grant from the Town of Middleburg. We 

also have our December fundraising during Christmas in Middleburg. 

To try to steady out the income and end up where we are able to completely fund 

a school year we are seeing if we can get 30 people providing $20 per month for 

10 months (August ïMay) or 30-20-10 program. 

If you are interested in helping to fund a portion of Back Pack Buddie outreach 

please sign up, providing us with your name and address.  Make all checks paya-

ble to Middleburg United Methodist Church, with Back Pack Buddies program in 

the memo line. 

In 2017-18 we served 44 kids per week and that amounts to about $8,900 per 

year based on a 30 week school year  that we serve. 

Thank you for your consideration of this program 

The Back Pack Buddies Committee 



Sarah Brissing and Courtney Michels are working on 

generating a church cookbook.  They are asking 

that members email them a couple recipes that 

they would like to be included along with a special 

memory from the church or what the church 

means to them.  Handwritten recipes can be given 

to Sarah or Courtney, but email is appreciated.  

You can email Sarah at Sarah.brissing@lcps.org  

and Courtney at Michels.courtney@gmail.com .  

mailto:Sarah.brissing@lcps.org
mailto:Michels.courtney@gmail.com


Middleburg United Methodist Church 

Administrative Council Minutes 

June 19, 2018 

Members present:  Richard Wilde, Tom Sholedice, Rev.  Steve Weedling, Theron May 

Reggie Dawson, Gail May, Jan Coxwell , Sheila Burke,  

 Sarah Brissing, Debbie Edwards 

 

 April 2018 Minutes approved as presented  

There was no meeting in May due to bad weather 

 

Richard Wilde and Pastor Steve discussed  some aspects of Annual Conference especially in regards to 

the questions being voted on during General Conference in 2019 about the issue of homosexuality as 

part of the Methodist Church. 

 

Old Business 

Pastor Steve thanked everyone for attending Free Church Homecoming 

Reggie Dawson is stepping down from chairperson of the Free Church Homecoming event. He has 

headed it since 1976.  Pastor Steve encouraged the council to be on the look for a younger person 

to take this position. Our church is not responsible for organizing the event for 2 years, so our rep-

resentative would have that time to participate and learn to do our part. There is a detailed 

notebook in the church office on what is involved and how to run the homecoming. 

The webpage is moving along. A new domain name has to be chosen. There will be a page for each 

group (ie) Finance, UMW, Worship, Back Pack Buddies, etc. One person from each group will be 

responsible for posting items to their page. 

Picture of the parishioners will be taken in the fellowship hall following church service by Pastor 

Steve for the new church directory.  

 

New Business 

Worship Committee Report: 

+July 29th is the 5th Sunday in July will be Bring a Friend to church. Chicken and    drinks will be 

provided. Side dishes will be provided by the congregation.    



 

Postcards will be printed to hand personally to a friend, neighbor or family member inviting 

them to the service and meal 

+ Saturday September 8the will be a òBack to Schooló fun day at the church with games for the 

children, a potluck meal and live music. 

 

Gail May and Mike Edwards are planning an off campus fundraiser for the church called  

òNight on the Bayouó They will be cooking the cajan/creole menu. 

 

Finance Committee Report:   See attached 

 

United Methodist Women :  Fancy Flea yard sale will be held on August 4 with tables being offered 

for $25  The church is NOT taking donations for the yard sale. 

Venders will be set up in the church yard also. 

Back Pack Buddies:  A donation of $1175 was given to back pack buddies by a local family. A thank 

you note has been sent to them. 

Reggie  suggested  ò 30 Give 20 For  10ó program where   30 people agree to give $20 for 10 months 

to Back Pack Buddies which would total $6000 for the year. 

 

Trustees: See attached 

 

Pastorõs Report: 

Pastor Steve will be with us for another year.  He feels the two church in this charge need continuity 

and has discussed this with the retiring DS and the new DS. 

He is requesting feedback to him through Twitter, Facebook and other social media. 

He is encouraging parishioners to ask him questions and make suggestions. 

Bible Study soon on a book written by Lane Heath, President of Duke Seminary called  òMeans of 

Graceó. Pastor Steve is asking what day and what time of day and where would be best for peo-

ple to attend . Would like to see a good turnout for this study. 

Invite someone to church every Sunday. It offers opportunity to find a place where they fit in, and to 

find what they are interested in.  

We should be open and inviting and accepting of everyone. 

Pastor Steve closed the meeting with a prayer, 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Jan Coxwell,  Secretary 



 

 

 

 

Finance Committee Meeting, June 19, 2018 

 All bills including Mayôs conference asking's have been paid through June 19, 2018.  WE have suffi-

cient money on hand to pay any other bills that come in. 

 Our current operating cash is still in a good position.  

 I will call your attention to the Lola Dodson Music Fund which at this time has a balance of $549.  This 

means we only have a couple of months left where we can have guest musicians in to play. 

 We have received monies from the Alexander/Lisenbee family for the scholarship program on  August 

5, 2018.  At that time we will present to our college senior  a gift to help him get off to a good start for his final 

year of college.  We plan on having quite a few members of the Alexander/Lisenbee family with us that day and 

as it is our monthly Potluck day, the church will provide the meat for the day as well as the dessert.  We ask that 

our members provide the side dishes only that day. 

 We have repaired the sanctuary A/C.  The reason for the breakdown was the considerable dust that accu-

mulated when the steeple repair was made. 

 So far this year we are $2,600 (deficit) for our Tithes and Offerings.  Based on where we were last year 

at this time  we are $7,000 behind.  Based on the total expense budgeted for the year 2018 we need collections 

on average of $2,600 per week.  To date including all income received we are averaging $1,791 per Sunday. 

 Now as we begin the summer months, we may find our attendance declining which also means in many 

cases a decline in income. 

 I ask that you continue to support the financial needs of our church by making up Sundayôs you may not 

be with us.  We are doing our very best to keep expenses under control and try to limit our short fall. 

 Thank you for your financial support and keep in mind that your participation in the program and events 

we offer are a very important part of our church life. 

 Have a great summer and invite your unchurched family and friends to our services and events. 

We can offer them the blessed hope we have for eternal life in the person of Jesus, The Christ. 

 

Reggie Dawson 

Chairman, Finance Committee 



 

 

Gretchen Bates 

Donna Swain Barkley 
Bencivenga Family 
Jane Deane 
Doris Elam 

Peaches Gordon 

Tyler & Peggy Gore 

Cliff Grimsley 

Jane Hannah 

Jane James 

Betty Leach  

BJ Mancini 

Theron May 

Jody Newman 

Mary Lee Phelps 

Gayle Pumphrey 

Mary Putnam  

Roy Sisk 

George Sweet 

Barry & Beverly Tafrawe 

Vance Thompson 

Jerry Tumblin 

Ed Vesperille/Wally Bonnewitz 
Paul Weatheholz 
Billy Weeks 

Kristen Whirley 
Ed Wright 

The Church 

The Grieving 

Those in military service 

 

 

 

 

Jan Beakley 12  

Matthew Edwards 3  

Jeff Watson 4  

 

 

Karen Chase 28  

Jan Coxwell 28  

Larry Gregg 14  

Jane James 8  

 


